Conceptual Exploration

Part 1 – Quick Write


Respond in writing to the following prompt: What does technology integration in schools look like?

You will not share this writing with the group. This activity is simply to get your thoughts engaged around our subject. 5 minute time  limit.

Part 2 - Visual Synectics: Metaphoric Thinking About Technology Integration

· Get into trios of folks from different schools.

· Individually, browse the photos in the collection called “Seminars” at this web address: http://picasaweb.google.com/mahoneymiddle . Choose an image that in some way represents what technology integration in schools means to you. Tell Connie or Steve your photo choice by number. No two people may use the same photo.

· Drag the image to your desktop and open it so you can share it with your trio.

· When all have chosen, follow this discussion procedure:

· One person starts by describing his/her own selected image. What is obvious? What is unclear? Then he/she makes connections of the image with the topic.

· Next, the others in the group describe what they see in the same image and what connections they might make (“If that were my picture, I might notice or connect...”). Don't solve problems or give advice. Explore perspectives and possible meanings.

· Repeat this process for each person in the group.

· If time, the group can discuss any patterns or overall connections that emerge.

Whole Group Processing Question:

· What fresh perspectives or new insights arose from your dialogue?

